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YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
WORLD SURGERY, 1950 . By Stephen A. Zieman. Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott Company, 1950. 161 pp. $6.00. This book is a collection of abstracts of the world literature in surgery written by the abstract and news editor of the Journal of the International College of Surgeons. The volume is attractive in format and is easy to use. Complete references are listed at the end of each abstracted article, most of which were published in 1949. The papers were chosen on the basis of the unusual, the interesting, and the new in the theory and practice of surgery. For the surgeon who has scant time to thumb through his journals, this volume should be of help in keeping up with advances in fields other than his own and in learning of the achievements of his foreign colleagues. Davenport's classic monograph appears for the third time with several notable improvements. The binding, though paper, is more attractive and the size is smaller and less cumbersome. The author and printer have achieved clarity both in technical matters, such as the printing of formulas, and in the minor revisions of the text. In general, there are no drastic reversals of theory, although "dissolved carbonic acid" is spoken of as "dissolved carbondioxide" in the new edition, and the method recommended for the determination of alkali reserve is changed. Perhaps the most important additions are a bibliography and seven new sections. These include: methods for laboratory analyses and general discussions of (1) carriage of oxygen in the blood, (2) buffers, (3) chemical regulation of respiration. There is also expansion of the section on renal compensation. Departures from the 2d edition, then, are for the most part in the direction of clarification, and those who find the subject confusing should certainly acquire the new edition. (Osler) to a new generation of medical students, and to refresh the memory of an older generation." The result is a delightful collection of epigrams which not only serves these purposes, but stands in its own right as another independent view, in this sense neither introduction nor refresher, of a fascinating personality. Through the charm and humor of Osler's own words, we glimpse the many facets of his character: the Spartan nature of both his professional and private life, his devotion and unselfishness toward his students, his ideas on education and examinations, his advice to students (including many pointers on clinical observation and technique), his philosophy concerning life and his profession, and his deep love for his work. This
